North American Active Learning Convention |l

PLANNING

The rst North American Active Learn-
ing Convention (NAALC) was held in
Feb. 2005, in Oakland, CA. It was Dr.
Nielsens nal training and lecture. It
also featured presentations from top
experts and a variety of practitioners,
roundtables, and, uniquely, live Active
Learning sessions with learners to see
AL in action.

Now seeking members
for the NAALC Il Steering

Committee

Since then, Active Learning training

in North America has been carried on
mostly by Patricia Obrzut, MS OTR, with
The Penrickton Center for Blind Chil-
dren, and trainings in Texas by TSBVI
(Stacy Shafer and Gigi Newton). Lori En-
roth and Diane Montgomery have also
given trainings in Southern California.

Lilliworks regularly receives questions
about when the next national (conti-
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nental, to include Canada) Active Learn-  leaders of the technique.
ing convention will be held. The answer

is its up to you. We are now seeking

members for the NAALC Il Steering

Committee, to de ne the time, venue
and scope for such a convention.

Whether youd like to help lead the
planning or not, please let us know

if you have an interest in attending
and what would make a good Active
Learning convention. Active Learning
has always relied upon the community
of teachers, therapists and parents.

Its time we had a large convention to
share ideas, stories and learn from the

Scenes from The North American Active
Learning Convention (NAALC), Feb. 2005.
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elcome to our Tenth Anniversary
issue of the Active Learning Newsletter,
published by LilliWorks Active Learning
Foundation. In this issue there are per-
spectives on the last ten years, where
Active Learning is at now and a new

feature article by Dr. Nielsen.

Lilliworks has grown from humble
beginnings ten years ago, Now, as then,
it exists because of Active Learning prac-
titioners. Your input, from paragraphs
with a photo, to full articles, will enrich
this periodical, your community com-
munication resource. We look forward to

hearing from you!

So we look forward to another ten years
of growth, for you, with you and because
of you!

The People of LilliwWorks Foundation
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by Dr. Lilli Nielsen

First and foremost | am very happy that
so many more have discovered the
worth of using Active Learning.

| can tell you that the improved use
of AL is something happeningin
many places in the world. In Norway
a teacher acquainted with AL went to
the University in Oslo, studied for 2-3
years end ended up with an aca-
demic title based on a thesis dealing
with AL. She is now lecturing around
in Norway and during 2008 also in
Denmark.

In Germany more and more places
are using AL. | can see that because
of the raised sale of both the per-
ceptualysing aids and the books in
German. | also get letters from both
German teachers and parents asking
for info about AL.

In Switzerland an institution for epi-
leptic adults started to use AL a year
ago. Now the sta has published an
article about this in a journal very well
known in Switzerland and the south-
ern part of Germany.

In Australia more and more schools

are using AL.

| too have asked myself why this kind
of development is happening.

| suppose that many people who have
used AL for a long period of time - es-
pecially those who have done so whole
heartedly have seen so overwhelming
improvement in their learners that other

people can also see the remarkable
positive learning. Then they want this

to continue and so schools and parents
need more teachers with AL knowledge.

Since | am not available any longer
headmasters of schools look after
somebody who is able to lecture about
AL. Those who have used AL for some
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